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1. Claims 1-4 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skiIMn the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Gill et al 

[Gill, 6,947,959 B1] in view of Phillips et al [Phillips, 6,151,637], 

3. As per claim 1 , Gill discloses a data structure stored on a computer readable 
medium for a client tracking system, including: 

a client tracking server object derived from a server class that provides an 
implementation of a query interface function [Gill, the client program allows the user to 
check in and control of the asset to the server, col 13 lines 15-30] 

Gill also taught editing the metadata asset in multimedia objects database or in 
file server [Gill, col 13 lines 13 lines 15-30, Fig 1]. However Gill does not explicitly detail 

overrides the query interface function of the server class that provides an 
implementation of query interface function that overriding the query interface function of 
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the server class, wherein a phantom manager object is a data member of the client 
tracking server class. 

In the same endeavor, Phillips discloses a universal transaction processing 
system wherein a TP monitor model provides an implementation of TP classes and 
overrides the abstract class interface [Phillips, col 20 lines 54-63] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to incorporate the technique of overriding the abstract class 
interface as taught by Phillips into the Gill's apparatus in order to utilize the network 
tracking process. Doing so would allow an application programmer access to services 
and data residing in an existing TP monitor environment, without requiring the 
programmer to understand the TP monitor programming model. 

4. As per claim 2, Gill-Phillips disclose a data structure stored on a computer 
readable medium for a client tracking system, including : 

A client tracking server object derived from a server class that provides an 
implementation of a query interface function [Gill, the client program allows the user to 
check in and control of the asset to the server, col 13 lines 15-30] wherein if the query 
interface function invokes a second function according to convention, then the other 
function is overridden [Phillips, overrides the abstract class interface, col 20 lines 54- 
63]. 
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5. As per claim 3, Gill-Phillips disclose the phantom manager class of the phantom 
manager object inherits from a base phantom manager class that includes at least one 
of 

(1) a phantom going away function that is invoked by a phantom server object to notify 
the phantom manager object that the phantom server object is being destructed [Gill, 
deconstnjct, col 12 lines 44-53], 

(2) a get object pointer function that returns a pointer to an embedding client tracking 
object, [Phillips, pointer, col 16 lines 59-61] 

(3) a create function [Phillips, create function, col 16 lines 9-18] that is invoked by the 
query interface function of the client tracking server object to create a phantom server 
object [Gill, create and modify a wide variety of media type, col 12 lines 54-65] 

(4) a get phantom count function [Gill, count, measurement, col 8 lines 1-65] that returns 
the number of phantom server objects currently managed by the phantom manager 
object [Phillips, rollback the transaction associated with the current thread, col 10 lines 
15-55]; 

(5) a create instance function that instantiates a phantom server object and that is 
invoked by the create function [Phillips, create function, col 16 lines 9-18] and 

(6) an instance going away function that is invoked by the phantom going away function 
[Phillips, override invoke method, col 13 lines 15-27], 

6. As per claim 4, Gill-Phillips disclose the phantom manager class of the phantom 
manager object inherits from a base phantom manager class that includes at least one 
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of (1 ) a my list pointer data member that provides a pointer to phantom server objects 
managed by the phantom manager object [Phillips, TP manager, col 9 lines 26-38], 

(2) a my object pointer data member [Phillips, pointer, col 16 lines 59-61] that provides a 
pointer to a client tracking server object in which the phantom manager object is 
embedded (I.e.: encapsulation) [Phillips, encapsulation, col 3 lines 10-25] and 

(3) a my count data member that provides a count indicative of the number of phantom 
server objects managed by the phantom manager object [Gill, count, measurement, col 
8 lines 1-65]. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thong Vu, whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-3904. The examiner can nonmally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:00AM- 
3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell, can be reached at (571 ) 272-3868. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval IPAIRI system. Status infomiation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PMR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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